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Action Area Orientation



About This Orientation

•This is an orientation, not a training course. The goal is to review club 
rules, safe practices, and areas of concern.

•Additional training is available through multiple sources.

•For training opportunities:

•Visit the PMRPC website → Activities → Training

•Check the club calendar

•Contact the Chief Instructor: Judy Velten safetyofficer@pmrpc.com

•This presentation is available online under Important Documents on the 
PMRPC website.



What We’ll Cover

•Short video review Snapshots from online sources and 
the Action Area.

•Action Area rules How each rule applies during real use.

•Common issues observed Examples of problems and 
how to avoid them.

•Equipment expectations Appropriate holsters and 
related gear.

•Review quiz Quick check to confirm understanding.



The  Action Area is Special

•No static firing line — shooters are not fixed to a single position.

•Holster draw is permitted — the only range at PMRPC where 
drawing and firing from a holster is allowed.

•Movement is allowed — shooters may move throughout the bay 
and engage targets from multiple positions.

•180-degree engagement arc — targets may be engaged anywhere 
within the safe 180° arc.

•Shared bays — multiple shooters may use the same bay 
simultaneously.



Four Basic Rules of Firearm Safety

•Treat all guns like they are always loaded!

•Never point muzzle at anything you are not willing to 
destroy.

•Keep your finger off the trigger until your sights are on 
the target.

•Identify your target, and what is behind it. 



This is bad !





This was possible with a Serpa Holster

•Not allowed for 
competition at PMRPC

•Not recommended for 
casual use 

Press in while drawing to 
release the pistol



Firearm Safety Tips

•Always personally verify that the firearm is unloaded before 
handling it. Never rely on someone else’s check.

•Maintain muzzle awareness at all times. The firearm must always be 
pointed in a safe direction.

•Do not hand a firearm to another person until you have visually and 
physically confirmed that the chamber and magazine well are empty.

•When transferring a firearm, ensure the muzzle is pointed away from 
all people and away from any surface that could cause a ricochet.



What About This?



You Don’t Have to Be an Internet Star…

•…to be in our show



Safe Direction ?



Safe Direction –No!



Safe Direction – What do you think?



What About This?



The Action Area

Action Area Bay 8

Action Area Bay 9

Action Area Mini-Bays

Action Area Bays 1 - 7



Main Action Area (Bays 1 – 9)

Walk-in Gate

• Electric gate uses the same badge as the front gate.

• You must swipe to enter and exit.

• Do Not stop in path of gate.

• Do Not enter if gate is closing.

• No Tailgating, except for guests following you in.



Longer Bays

Bay 9 Bay 8



AA Mini-Bays

• No rifle-caliber firearms, No shotguns.

• Bullets may not impact side berms.

• No personal steel. 

• Not normally used for competition.



Terminology

• Safe – the condition in which a firearm cannot fire. 

• firearm is unloaded and magazine removed, if possible 

• slide locked to the rear, or cylinder/action open 

• chamber flag installed, if possible. 

• Safely encased – firearm is in a holster or case that prevents the trigger from 
being activated. 

• A holstered gun is considered safely encased.

• Outside an AA Bay, the gun must be unloaded

• Inside  an AA Bay, the gun may be loaded

• Safe direction – the direction in which a firearm would do the least damage if 
discharged. 



Terminology

Western Berm

Shooter

DownRange: Any point between 
the shooter and the back berm 
is “downrange” 

UpRange: Any point between 
the shooter and the Action Area 
road is “uprange”

Firing Line/180-degree line: is a 
line through the shooters body 
that is parallel to the back berm.

AA Road

Downrange

Uprange

Firing Line / 180-degree line



General

•The first shooter entering the Action Area each day must raise the flag to 
indicate the area is in use.

• One flag covers Bays 1–7

• One flag for Bay 8

• One flag for Bay 9

•The last person leaving the Action Area must lower the flag.

•The last person leaving the Mini-Bay area must close and lock the gate and 
lower the flag.

•If you open the Action Area walk-through gate, you are responsible for 
closing and locking it when you leave.

•All shooting must occur inside the fence rails. Covered areas are outside the 
fence rails and are not shooting positions.



The Action Area
•Eye protection is required at all times inside the gate. 

•Ear protection is required when near shooting. 

•Scheduled events take priority over casual use of this range. 

•Use of action bays during an event is at the discretion of the Match Director. 

•During a match, AA certified members may use open bays ONLY with the 
specific permission of the Match Director. Ask first!

•Don't drive into AA during a match without asking – park outside AA.

•Most matches are staged in bays 1-7.

•Some events such as Steel Challenge and Multi-Gun use Bay 8 and/or Bay 9 
as well.



The Rules
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Guests
• Anyone you bring into the Action Area who is not AA certified is your “guest,” and you 

must directly supervise them:

• No more than three “guests.”

• You can’t shoot while they shoot.

• You must be within arm’s reach when guests are shooting or handling a firearm. 

• Please be aware that it is very important that any guest complete a Hold Harmless 
Agreement (HHA) before coming to the range.

• There are 3 ways to complete the HHA:

• -Electronically Online HHA is preferred.

• It is available on PMRPC.COM website under Important Information

• Paper copy available at the Gate House.

• Paper copy available in the Pole Barn.



The 180-Degree Rule 

•With the shooter directly facing the downrange 

(Western berm in main AA) berm, the shooter can fire 

at any target within a 180-degree arc.  

•At NO time can the muzzle of weapon break the 180-

degree arc and point uprange. 

•If the muzzle is pointed straight down, it is not breaking 

the 180-degree rule.



Single Shooter

Targets

Shooter

Acceptable use of the range.

Shooters can engage any target 
in the 180-degree arc

No one can be downrange of 
180-Degree Line

Muzzle can’t break the 180-Degree line

180-degree line

Target



Single Shooter

Target

Shooter
180-Degree Line

Acceptable use of the range.

Target

• The 180-degree line moves with 
the shooter.

• If the shooter moves 
downrange, the 180-degree 
line moves downrange.



Reminders

Page 29



Allowed Firearms (Bays 1-9)

• All pistols and rifles less than 50 BMG

• Rifle-caliber cartridges - paper and clay only.

• Pistol-caliber cartridges - paper, clay or steel.

• .22 Rimfire - paper, clay and steel. 

• Air pistols and air rifles - paper and clay only.

• Shotgun  -- slug and buckshot - paper and clay only.

-- LEAD Birdshot at paper, clay, or steel (7 ½ to 9)

• No open black powder containers are allowed on the benches. 

• No incendiary or explosive cartridges are allowed.

• No explosive targets are allowed.

• 5.7x28 is considered a rifle caliber and can not be shot at steel.



Allowed Firearms (Mini-bays)

•Pistols chambered in pistol calibers

•Rifles chambered in pistol caliber cartridges only

•Rifles chambered in .22 Rimfire 

•Air pistols (on paper and clay only)

•No Rifle calibers

•No shotgun

•No air pistols on steel



Gun Handling Outside the Bays

• All firearms must be brought to the bays made "safe“ or “safely encased”

• ‘‘Safe” means:

•  the firearm is unloaded and magazine removed (if possible),

• slide is locked to the rear or cylinder/action opened or 

• chamber flag installed. 

• “Safely encased” means that an unloaded gun is in a holster or case that 
prevents the trigger from being activated. 

• With 1 exception I will cover shortly in Concealed Carry Waiver

• A loaded firearm inside the bay cannot be moved outside the bay.

• If a firearm is moved outside a bay while it is not encased, it must be made safe 
and carried muzzle down.



Gun Handling Inside the Bays

• Gun must always be pointed in a safe direction.

• The “safe direction” is the direction in which a firearm would do the least damage 

if discharged.  Guns should be handled so that the muzzle is pointing at the berm 

and bullets will impact directly into it. 

• If a muzzle is not pointed downrange, it should be pointed directly at the ground

– never up!

• A holstered gun is considered safely encased.

• Inside the bay, a holstered gun may be loaded.

• Shooters may go downrange to change targets with a loaded, holstered handgun. 



Gun Handling Inside the Bays

• Do Not go downrange with unattended LOADED firearms on a range table.

• NEVER place yourself or another person in front of a loaded firearm.

• Unattended firearms must be Safe or safely Encased.

• ‘‘Safe” means:

• the firearm is unloaded and magazine removed (if possible),

• slide is  locked to the rear or cylinder/action opened or 

• chamber flag installed. 

• “Safely encased” means that the gun is in a holster or case that prevents the 
trigger from being activated. 



Range Conduct & Cleanup Requirements

•NO MUZZLES OVER THE BERMS — EVER. This is a zero-tolerance safety 
rule.

•Brass & Shell Cleanup You must pick up all empty cartridge cases and 
shotgun shells and place them in the trash cans. Clean up your bay before 
leaving.

•Shooters must remove all used targets before leaving the range.

•Bays set up for events may be used for practice, but props and target 
stands may NOT be moved or shot at.

•Except for the Plate Racks, you may NOT shoot at any Club steel.



Bay Use, Boundaries & Safety Requirements

•No vehicles may be parked inside a bay while any shooting is taking place.

•No shooting is allowed from outside the bay.

•The limits of a bay are defined as the fence line or the downrange edge of 
the covered area.

•Shelters are outside the bay and are not shooting positions.

•All shots fired must directly impact a berm — no skipping rounds, no 
questionable angles.

•NO MUZZLES OVER THE BERMS — EVER. This is a zero-tolerance safety 
rule.



Bay Use, Boundaries & Safety Requirements

•Cleanup requirements

•Pick up all empty cartridge cases and shotgun shells; place them in the 
trash cans.

•Clean your bay before leaving.

•Remove all used targets before you go.

•Event setup rules

•Bays set up for events may be used for practice, but props and target 
stands may NOT be moved or shot at.

•Club steel may NOT be shot, except for the Plate Racks.



Use of Concealed Carry 
•Club Members certified in the Action Area are allowed to arrive at the 

club with a loaded, concealed weapon intended for use in the Action 
Area.

•The loaded Concealed firearm CAN NOT be handled outside an Action 
Area bay! 

•The loaded Concealed firearm can only be handled inside an Action 
Area bay!  

•To use the concealed weapon in the Action Area, they must follow all 
Action Area rules concerning holstering and the 180-degree rule.

•This is for use in the Action Area Only.  

•They may subsequently depart with a loaded, concealed weapon.

•This waiver does not extend to guests!



Targets
• Only paper/cardboard, clays or steel targets are allowed in 

the Action bays. 

• (new) Self-healing targets are treated as cardboard targets.

• Clays can be used with a holder or placed on the berm.

• Targets should be placed so all shots, hitting or missing the 
target, must impact the berm. 

• No explosive targets or ammunition are allowed.



Targets

•Targets other than paper/cardboard, steel 
or clays must be approved by  the pistol 
director.

•No shooting at ground targets is allowed.  

• A ground target is any target so low that a miss 
will result in the bullet impacting the floor of 
the bay.



Target Placement

Correct – shots will 
impact berm

Incorrect – shots will 
not impact berm

Incorrect – single stick 
will destroy sticks



Target Placement

Targets should be placed so all shots, hitting or missing the target, must impact the berm.



Shooting Steel

•The Plate Racks are the only club steel that can be used for 
general use. 
•The shooter must be at least 10 yards away.
•Shooter must wear proper safety gear.
•Cannot be shot at more than a 15-degree angle from front.
•Steel must be positioned so any ricochet will impact the side berms 
and not back toward the road.
•Steel targets must be placed near the berm so that ALL missed 
shots will impact the berm and not the floor of the bay.

ONLY pistol-caliber cartridges, 7 ½ to 9 birdshot and .22 rimfire 
allowed on steel.

Steel set up for matches is OFF LIMITS and may not be shot.

Do Not Double-Tap the Plate Racks or any falling steel targets!



No Rifle on Steel



Shooting Steel 

•NO rifle-caliber cartridges on steel (5.56, 
.223, 5.7, .308, 7.62x39, etc.)

•A single centerfire rifle cartridge on a 
steel plate can wreck the plate.

•Divots in the plate can cause 
unpredictable ricochet



Plate Rack Damaged by Rifle shots



Personal Steel

•Personal steel must be approved by the 
pistol director (email pistol@pmrpc.com). 
•Material should be AR500 or AR550 steel.
•Steel targets in the Action Area may only 
be used with pistol caliber ammunition 
only – no rifles.
•Target stands should hold steel at an 
angle, so any ricochet is directed down to 
the ground.
•Target stands should be tall enough so all 
missed shots will impact the berm.
•Targets should be hanging style and not 
falling steel or self-resetting (poppers).

15° 15°



The RIGHT Gear….

•helps insure safe gun handling



Safety Gear

• Eye Protection is required at all times 
inside the Action Area Gate.

• Ear Protection required when shooting 
and recommended when under the 
shelters.

• Hat is recommended while in the Action 
Area.

• Protects your eyes from falling shot 
from skeet.

• Protects your eyes from ejected brass 
and splatter from steel.

• Cuts down glare.

• Prevents sweat from dripping into eyes.



Recovered 
from Bay 9 
after Steel 
Challenge

Splats



Reminders
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Eye Protection is ALWAYS required in the Action Area



Acceptable Holsters

•Strong-side (no cross draw)

•Rigid mouth (holds holster open for one-handed 
reholstering) 

Leather   Kydex

•Trigger covered



Unacceptable Holsters

•No Bra Holsters

•No Shoulder Holsters

•No Small-of-Back (SOB) Holsters

•No behind the hip holsters

•No holsters with flabby mouths



Check before Reholstering

•Clothing or debris in your holster can cause a 
really bad day.





Don’t Be THAT Guy



Black Powder / Muzzleloaders

•no smoking allowed within 10 feet of black powder/ powder pellets. 

•powder can only be loaded from a separate measure. 

•pistol loading must use stand to hold firearm vertical. 

•no open powder or pellet containers allowed at shooting tables. 

•clean up shooting tables of all spilled powder immediately. Powder 
spilled on the ground must be well scattered. 



Automatic Weapons

•Use of automatic weapons requires at least two people to be 
present. One of them must be a PMRPC-approved NFA range 
officer.

•All select-fire guns must be chambered for pistol rounds.  No select-fire 
guns chambered for rifle cartridges may be fired without board approval. 

•It is illegal to own bumpfire stocks or similar devices designed to 
accelerate the rate of fire of a semiauto.

•Florida is one of 15 States with a specific ban still in effect.
•Florida ban includes Forced Reset Triggers.



Slung Rifle

•Engage safety before slinging 

•Keep at least one hand on the gun when it is hot (loaded)

•Never dangle a hot (loaded) gun

•Start empty, end empty (load immediately before use)

•Always face the berm when gun is hot (loaded)

• MUZZLE CONTROL!!!!

•Make sure it’s slung vertical, not horizontal

•Keep muzzle from pointing behind you



Reminders

•All shooting must be 
from inside the fence 
area.

•Mini-Bays -- be 
conscientious to stay 
inside, and aware of 
what others are doing.



Reminders

•Mini-Bays – No rifle-caliber firearms



Reminders
•Proper Care of equipment…



Reminders

•Clean up after yourself…



Reminders

•Clean up after yourself…



General
•Purposefully damaging club property is grounds for disciplinary 

action. If you damage something, you must notify a club officer 
before leaving the premises.



General

•Accidents happen.  Please let us know if 
you accidently damage club property.  

• Duane Charter, Pistol Director

• Pistol@pmrpc.com / 321-613-8263

• David Taggart, Executive Director

• Exec@pmrpc.com / 321-863-5952

•If you discover something damaged in the 
Action Area, please let me know. 

mailto:Pistol@pmrpc.com
mailto:Pistol@pmrpc.com
mailto:Exec@pmrpc.com
mailto:Exec@pmrpc.com


Emergencies
• Email to: 911@pmrpc.com

will text 3 club officials.

• Exec Officer: 321-863-5952

• Club phone: 321-956-8300*

* Leave a message – it will be 

sent as text to club secretary

mailto:911@pmrpc.com
tel:13218635952
tel:13218635952
tel:13218635952
tel:13218635952
tel:13218635952


Check Our Calendar

• Action Shooting Practice

• Tuesday & Friday 8am – 11am – Action Steel Practice

• 2nd & 4th Thursday 4:30pm – 7pm – Steel Challenge Practice

• 2nd Sunday 8:30am – 11:30am – IDPA Practice

• Action Shooting Matches

• 1st Saturday – Steel Challenge Match

• 2nd Saturday – USPSA Match (United States Practical Shooter Association)

• 3rd Saturday – Action Steel Match

• 4th Sunday – IDPA Match (International Defensive Pistol Association)

• New Shooters Welcome.  

• Check website and calendar for more information



Questions?



Read Agreement and Sign the 
Certification sheet

Head to the Action Bays



Welcome Aboard
SAFETY ALWAYS IN MIND!


